Hemizygous deletion of the 3' end of the RB1 gene in a case of Philadelphia positive-acute lymphoblastic leukemia.
In order to address a possible role for the human retinoblastoma susceptibility (RB1) gene in hematopoietic malignancies, 34 cases of different types of leukemia without chromosomal abnormalities at band 13q14 were analyzed by Southern blot hybridization. A large deletion encompassing exon 18-27 was detected in one case of Ph1 positive-acute lymphoblastic leukemia. Interestingly, this deletion appeared to be similar to another deletion recently reported in a leukemic cell line derived from a T-ALL. No rearrangement was detected in all other leukemias.